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The Crucifixion of  
Yeshua Ha Machiach,  

Jesus the Messiah, circa 33 AD 
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Archaeologists’ believe that the crosses were actually located 
at the street level of Nablus Road, which is typical of the 
public displays common to Roman executions. [Mark 15:29-32 ]  

“and they that passed by wailed on Him wagging their heads 
and saying…save thyself and come down from the cross”. 
Although it cannot be proven that Golgotha is The true 
location of “The Crucifixion”, it is likely that evidence such 
as cross holes can be found to prove that this is a Site of 
Ancient Roman Crucifixions.  
The purpose of this documentation is to provide public 
awareness and to help raise funds for the preservation of this 
Holy Site, so that:“EVERY EYE SHALL SEE HIM”  [Rev.1:7 ] 

Contact address:  GolgothaFoundation@yahoo.com 
     www.ElishaVision.wordpress.com/golgotha 

mailto:GolgothaFoundation@yahoo.com
mailto:GolgothaFoundation@yahoo.com
http://www.elishavision.wordpress.com/golgotha
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Biblical and Current Maps 



The adjacent photo, ca 1880 was taken from 
the Old City Walls of  Jerusalem. 

Skull Hill is shown to the left and to the right is 
the fortified home of  the Prophet Jeremiah 

Below is a panorama of  Skull Hill with a view 
of  Nablus Road. 

The face of  Golgotha is shown near the center 
of  this photograph. 

According to Biblical accounts it was evident 
that this hill was a well known landmark. 
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“The Nablus Road site was first proposed in 1842 by a 
German scholar, Otto Thenius. He suggested that the skull-
faced cliff was the hill of Golgotha, where Jesus was 
crucified.  John’s Gospel (19:17) describes the place of 
crucifixion as “The Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is 
called Golgotha”.  The rock-hewn tomb was found nearby.” 
 

 
 

 
 
 

“A Jewish tradition points to this hill as the “Beth-has-
sekilah“, or "house of stoning“; while early Christian 
tradition fixes it as the scene of the martyrdom of Stephen. 
According to Dr. Chaplin, the Jews to this day designate the 
knoll as the "place of stoning", "The hill, in certain lights, 
appears to present a striking resemblance to a human skull. 
The adoption of this site by Dr. Chaplin, Dr. Merill, and by 
the late General Gordon, has helped to give it considerable 
popularity.”      (Source:  Jerusalem, Bethany, and Bethlehem) 

http://www.lifeintheholyland.com/jerusalem_bethany_bethlehem_1880s_porter.htm
http://www.lifeintheholyland.com/jerusalem_bethany_bethlehem_1880s_porter.htm
http://www.lifeintheholyland.com/jerusalem_bethany_bethlehem_1880s_porter.htm
http://www.lifeintheholyland.com/jerusalem_bethany_bethlehem_1880s_porter.htm
http://www.lifeintheholyland.com/jerusalem_bethany_bethlehem_1880s_porter.htm
http://www.lifeintheholyland.com/jerusalem_bethany_bethlehem_1880s_porter.htm
http://www.lifeintheholyland.com/jerusalem_bethany_bethlehem_1880s_porter.htm
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The Crucifixion at Calvary is documented in John’s Gospel [19:17]  
“And he bearing his cross went forth into a place called the Place of 
the Skull, which is called in the Hebrew, Golgotha”  In Latin this 
name is translated as “Calvary”.  
 The Skull Hill site was well known for public executions, 
outside the City Walls.  According to the reference of  John 19:17 , it 
is evident that this hill was a well known landmark. 
 This hill is close to the Garden Tomb, which was necessary 
to carry the body for burial before the beginning of the Sabbath. 
 This site allows easy access from the Antonia Fortress where 
the flagellation occurred, and through the Old City walls at 
Damascus Gate, to the site of the Crucifixion.   
 According to Biblical accounts Golgotha’s site location was a 
well known landmark to inhabitants. 
 To this day, Palestinian Tourist Guides refer to Skull Hill as 
“Golgotha”.  
 Islamic WAQF construction attempts to dominate non-
Islamic religious sites.  This is evident with the construction of a new 
mosque, two minarets and expansion of the Islamic Cemetery with 
Arabic signs above the brow of Golgotha. 
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“It was believed that the real site of Calvary was to be 
found on a rocky knoll outside the northern wall and 
close to the cave known as "Jeremiah's Grotto."   It is just 
without the Damascus Gate, and is a rocky precipice of 
about fifty feet high, at a distance of five hundred feet 
from the city wall.   The top of the knoll is rounded and 
dome-like, and is one hundred and ten feet higher than 
the Sacred Rock of the Temple, of whose enclosure it 
commands a view. ”    (seetheholyland.net) 
 

“The main advocate of this site was a British army 
officer, Major-General Charles Gordon, who visited 
Jerusalem in 1882-83. Though he had no academic 
education in history or archaeology, a dream assisted 
him to identify the cliff as the place where Jesus was 
crucified. For years the site was known as “Gordon’s 
Calvary”, Calvary being Latin for Golgotha.” 
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The “Garden Tomb” meets all of the attributes of the 
Biblical record of the Resurrection.  [Matt.27:57-66]  

 Located in a garden close to Golgotha.  A rich man’s 
tomb which was possibly owned by Joseph of Arimathea. 

 The site includes a huge cistern and a wine press 
which may have been the Source of the owner’s wealth. 

 It is an excellent example of a 1st  Century Herodian 
Tomb of the 2nd Temple Period.   

 This Tomb matches the biblical example, including a 
rolling wheel stone with a trough to guide the entrance door.  
The stone wheel was secured with an iron pin which has 
been Lab tested for iron and lead composition of the period.   

 Site research indicates significant archaeological 
finds from excavations, which began in 1979 and were 
terminated in 2006. 
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WHY THIS GARDEN ?   The official policy of the Garden Tomb 
Association makes no claims that this site is The Tomb in which Jesus 
was buried, however, many have come to believe that this area could 
be the site of the crucifixion, burial and resurrection of Jesus because 
it so clearly fits the description provided by the writers of the New 
Testament: 
“The combined advent of "Biblical Archaeology" led many to begin 
questioning the traditional holy sites held by Christian Churches.  
It was largely through the influence of General Charles Gordon that 
many began to seriously look at the site of the Garden Tomb. His 
claims supported in part by the writings of Conrad Schick brought 
later archaeologists to examine the site. Though the archaeology of the 
Garden Tomb has always been a point of academic debate, there have 
been noted archaeologists (i.e. Kathleen Kenyon) who have described 
the tomb as a good example of a Second Temple Period burial site, 
thus opening a door for it possibly being that notable tomb of Gospel 
fame - the tomb discovered empty one Sunday morning long ago.” 
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There are two major sites proposed for the Crucifixion 
and Resurrection and the Church of the Holy Sepulchre 
must be considered. We often hear the truism that the 
Place is not as important as the Person (of our Lord).  
Nevertheless, the truth about the actual places of The 
Crucifixion and Resurrection are an aide to our faith.  
 
Locating the Site of “The Crucifixion” after 2,000 years is 
a challenge for every believer. Holy Land Pilgrims 
deserve to be able to weigh the facts, so that they may 
attend the Holy Site of their choice. 
 
This writer has an admitted bias toward Golgotha and 
the Garden Tomb.  However, there is room for both.  
Each of these Holy Sites have been assessed for their 
attributes including Pros and Cons.  You be the judge. 
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Circa AD 135 Emperor Hadrian built a pagan temple to the Goddess Venus.   
Later it was expedient to destroy the Temple of Venus and re-use the stone 
to build the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. 

Circa AD 335  With the conversion of Emperor Constantine, Christianity 
became the state religion of Rome.  His mother Queen Helena had a dream 
which led her to find three crosses, the crown of thorns, the nails used for 
pinning Jesus to the cross and the inscription (sign) above Jesus’ head.”  

Under the foundations of the Church, A tomb among many tombs was 
chosen to be “The Tomb” of the Resurrection.   This tomb is not visible, as 
it is obscured by a huge imported rose marble Mausoleum. 

Where is the stone wheel entry to a Herodian tomb described in the Bible? 

A large slab of stone was excavated and installed to represent “Golgotha” as 
the place of the Crucifixion and there is a large suspended Crucifix.  

Finally, Executions were not allowed inside the City.  It cannot be proven 
that the Church was built outside the City walls.  According to Jewish 
historian Josephus, there were 3 walls on the north side of the City, during 
the Roman Siege of 70 AD. 
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1. Primary Entrance to East Jerusalem Bus 
Station from ground level. 

2. Secondary Bus Station Entrance with a 
view from the top of Skull Hill. 

3. View of the East Jerusalem Bus Station 
from the top of Skull Hill. 

4. View of the Garden Tomb Observation 
Decks from the top of Skull Hill. 
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August 2010 : 
1. View from Old City Walls, showing new excavation 

and scaffolding  encroaching on all sides of the Sites. 
2. Excavation of loose dirt and rock, removed by 

Palestinian contractors by hand into baskets.  
3. This slide appears to show Palestinian Officials and 

Contractors  inspecting progress of the excavation.  
4. Islamic WAQF expansion of the “Cemetery for the 

Mujahedeen”,  including construction of reinforced 
concrete retaining walls, metal fencing and razor wire, 
creating a prison like environment circling these sites. 

5. The East walls of Jeremiah’s Grotto were covered with 
Steel driven pilings and poured concrete shear walls. 

6. This structure may be intended to provide a 
foundation for a 3rd minaret.  
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The Hill called “Golgotha” is in desperate need of help to 
provide funding assistance for the following:  

1. World wide education and public awareness are our 
primary objectives. 

2. Protection from Adjacent Construction includes: 
Removal of spilled concrete.  Cleaning  of mud from 
excavations and black stains from bus exhaust. Repair, 
Stabilization and Water Proofing is needed.  

3. Archeological Study with excavations and  exploration 
by Ground Penetrating Radar may yield proof that this 
is truly a site of ancient Roman Crucifixions.  

4. Development for Tourist Access and Site improvements 
must be coordinated with the Bus Station and the 
Municipality. 
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The Cross and the empty tomb are the foundations of Christianity.  Skull 
Hill known as Golgotha and the Garden Tomb are a testimony to the 
greatest sacrifice and the greatest miracles of history.   
 
We need your prayers, as well as your financial support to fulfill “the Great 
Commission”.   The message “Christ died for our sins, He was buried, and 
He rose again”, must be  broadcast.  Let the eyes of the world be opened to 
see the sites of the Crucifixion and Resurrection, so that we are prepared: 
“EVERY EYE SHALL SEE HIM” (Rev.1:7) 

 

“Your contributions to this ministry will help ensure the protection, 
preservation, and accessibility of the magnificent hill of Calvary and the 
beautiful garden with its gloriously empty tomb.” 
 
Contact GOLGOTHA FOUNDATION at:  GolgothaFoundation @yahoo.com   
Mail donations: GolgothaFoundation, 2578 Blue Dog Court ,  
                Creedmoor NC, 27522.   Telephone (919) 529-1227   
Please Note that we are not yet approved for IRS Tax Exempt status. 
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As Lightning comes out 
of the East and Shines 
even unto the West…  
So shall they see the Son 
of Man coming in the 
Clouds of Heaven with 
Power and Great Glory 

(Matthew 24: 27 - 30)  .   
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